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eagerly seizes upon the image of the church, for the church
is in the fullest sense, and from every point of view, a mother.
Not only do we speak of 'Mother Church', but even the
' womb of the church', and in the ceremony of the ' bene-
dictio fontis' of the Catholic Church the baptismal font is
even called the ' immaculattis divini fontis uterus'. We
naturally think that these meanings must be consciously
known if they are to become operative in a person's phantasy,
and that it is inconceivable that they should take hold of a
child who is manifestly unacquainted with their significance.
Of course these analogies do not operate through conscious-
ness, but in an entirely different manner.
The church here represents a higher spiritual substitute
for the merely natural, and in a way, ' carnal' tie-to the
parents. It is an- image therefore that can release an
individual from his unconscious natural bonds, which strictly
speaking are no bonds at all, but simply a condition of
primordial unconscious identity. This state of identity,
because of its unconsciousness, possesses tremendous inertia
and offers the most determined resistance to all higher mental
development. It would indeed be hard to say how such
a condition differs from mere animal existence. It is by no
means the special prerogative of the Christian church to aim
at, and also make possible, the freeing of an: individual from
his initial animal-like state. The Christian church simply
represents the modern, and specifically western European
form of an instinctive striving which, presumably, is as
old as man. We are dealing here with a precise!/ similar
urge that is found in the most varied forms among all primitive
peoples who are in any way developed, and have not again
degenerated. It corresponds to the men's initiation
ceremonies. At the age of puberty a youth is taken, either
to the bachelor house, or to some other place of initiation,
and systematically estranged from his family. At the same
time he is initiated into the religious secrets of the tribe,
and acquires in this way, not merely new kinds of relationships,

